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Title: Terrorism in a historical perspective

Description: This course deals with the question of political violence in contemporary history, since the late XVIIIth
century until 2015. This phenomenon structured European and global history from the French Revolution, and through the
question of political violence, it’ s a history of political ideologies and radicalism.

Students are invited to intervene with their own knowledge, to make comparisons with present and formulate
substantiated personal views on the issues discussed.

Objectives:

— Gain essential information and insight in the development and dynamics of European history,

- Gain essential information and insight in political history (political radicalism and ideological currents) under the angle of
political violence and law.

— Learn to think ‘historically’ and to assess development in their proper historical context

— Learn to think ‘globally’: to situate a phenomenon in a web of global interactions
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Day 1 : introduction / definition of a historical approach of the phenomenon (how the historical context can explain an
attack, and define a genealogy of political violence).

Day 2 : Terrorism, a French tradition ? How the political violence hit France during the long XIXth century ?

Day 3 : The ideologies of terrorism : from theory to practices (anarchism, nationalism, etc.)

Day 4 : War and terrorism (The first world war, the Armenian genocide and consequences) : the instrumentalization of an
attack.

Day 5 : The weapon of the weaks ? The question of State terrorism in European history. How totalitarianism emerged in
societies and in laws. What is the life under terror ?

Day 6 : counterterrorism in a historical perspective. History of the counterterrorism laws and practices from the origins.
Day 7 : is there a future for terrorism ? Recent developments of a globalized phenomenon.

Day 8 : Exam
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Attendance and participation in class: 20 per cent

Oral exercise : 30 per cent

Oral exam: 50 per cent

Students are expected to master and synthesize the basic information and to discuss a given, relevant issue. Exam
questions are ‘essayistic’ and problem oriented.
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A basic knowledge of European modern history would be helpful. This can be obtained through general textbooks or
overviews on European history such as by Eric Hobsbawm, Mark Mazower, -+ A specialized book as Matthew Carr
(Unknown soldiers, Profile Books, 2006) would be helpful too.
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Dear students, through the question of political violence, it is another history of Europe that I want to make.

I understand that many of you may have only limited understanding of European history : this topic is a good way to
discover this history (maybe the dark side of our political history). And don’ t be shy in class: I hope you’ Il speak out
freely because I am convinced that the only way to “think” historically is to debate and compare.
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I' Il present powerpoint slides and some documents will be proposed.
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https://syllabus.kobe-u.ac.jp/kobe_syllabus/2015/02/data/2015_1C300.html
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Lessons with discussion and oral exercises in English.
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Political history, Terrorism, European history
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