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The course aims at tracing the evolution in relations between two contiguous regions: Europe and the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) in the last hundred years. At the end of the First World War, two
European powers (France and Britain) dominated the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) transforming
the region into a system of separate states and facilitating the establishment of the State of Israel,
before retreating in the face of nationalist movements, USA rising influence and superpowers rivalry and
clientelism. With the end of the Cold War, in the 1990s and 2000s, the United States emerged as the
hegemonic power in the region, while the newly created European Union (EU) turned old imperialist
relationships into commercial ones. Geographic proximity, economic interdependence and migration
flows compelled the EU to launch a series of initiatives designed to address new transnational security
concerns through the deployment of ‘soft power’, briefly challenging USA ‘hard power’ approach toward
the region’s developments. EU member states devised a common foreign and security policy toward
their neighbours in the South and East of the Mediterranean, including a coordinated position in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but such efforts fell short of turning the EU into a unified actor with decisive
regional influence. When in 2011 popular uprisings erupted across the Arab world, the EU was itself in
the midst of an economic crisis that forced a rethink in European policies toward the region and a
reassertion of bilateralism. (continued to the goal)
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After a historical background, the course will concentrate on the post-Cold War period outlining EU
regional initiatives, the role of the European Union in the quest for a resolution of the Arab-Israeli
conflict; the European impasse with respect to the 2003 USA invasion of Iraq and, finally, Europe’s role
in the genesis of the so-called Arab Spring and ensuing conflicts.

The final exam will be based on the lectures and the readings, in the form of an oral examination.

Students will obtain introductory knowledge about:

- The history of European-Middle Eastern relations in the last hundred years
- Main European Union policies towards the MENA region

- Literature debate on the nature and efficacy of European foreign policy
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Lesson 1

Introduction to the course: Europe and the MENA

Geographic contiguity and interdependencies

Historical overview: the four phases of the last hundred years of relations

Lesson 2

First phase: European imperialism and its legacies

Second phase: Imperial retreat and the Cold War

US rising influence and superpowers rivalry

Commercial competition and the role of the former colonial powers

Lesson 3

Third phase: The European Union (EU) and regional security

The ‘New’ security threats and the EU ‘soft power’ approach

Is the European Union different? The ‘normative power Europe’ debate




Lesson 4

EU regional initiatives:

The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EMP), the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and the Union
for the Mediterranean (UfM)

Lesson 5
Europe and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: ‘killing with kindness?’

Lesson 6
The EU and the US:
War, sanctions and the ‘war on terror’

Lesson 7

Fourth phase: The European Union and the MENA at times of ‘crisis’

The Arab uprisings, the MENA as an area of instability, the migration ‘crisis’
The new EU ‘global strategy’ more of the same in a worsened environment?

Session 8 - Final exam: oral examination
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Participation in discussions (20%) and final exam (80%)
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Students will be mainly evaluated on the basis of their achievements in the exam. The exam questions
will refer to the content of the lectures.

mEELOEE BERBER

Students are requested to participate having interest in international relations, the European Union, the
Middle East and North Africa.
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Students might receive reading materials in advance or during classes.
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Rosemary Hollis, “Europe in the Middle East” in Louise Fawcett, International Relations of the Middle
East, Third edition, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2013, pp. 344-362.
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