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Analysis of Discourse Patterns in JSL Classrooms at College

SANEHIRA, Masao (Lecturer, International Student Center, Kobe University)
EGUCHI, Eiko (Lecturer, Department of Humanity, Kyoto Seika Univeréity)

In this study, issues relating to discourse in Japanese language classrooms at college are
examined. The two fold purpose of the study is: (1) to examined discourse patterns in transcriptions
of JSL class taught by two different teachers. (2) to examine those teachers discourse patterns

and reflect on their teacher talk in order to apply the findings to their future teaching.

The writers set up the minimum units for discourse analysis based on the research by Kai(1995) for
the purpose of analyzing the transcriptions. Those units involve the typical pattern of interaction
between the teacher and the learners in traditional elementary school classroom studies by Sinclair
and Coulthard(1975). The typical pattern was initiated by the teacher s question or request,

followed by the learners response and summed up by the teacher s comments or feedback. This
pattern might be associated with the authority of the teacher. The writers also focused on framing
moves of discourse units scrolling to Sinclair and Coulthard.

Recently contrasting to traditional language teaching class, communicative language teaching is
studied and practiced in various language teaching sites. Traditional language teaching often
presents characteristics of teacher-centered classroom while conversely communicative language
teaching sometimes presents the characteristics of learner-centered classroom. Regardless of
approach, every class involves various factors. In general, language teaching class can be divided
into several parts, for example introduction, practice, and application. In this paper, the writers
analyzed the introduction part of two classes because they hypothesized that the introduction part
involves the typical discourse pattern in a traditional school classroom.

As for methodology, the writers recorded and transcribed the first thirty minutes of Japanese
language classes In Nagasaki University and in Kyoto Seika University. The former class consists of
one female and four male novice learners who are research students from Brazil, Tanzania, Indonesia
and China. The latter class consists of two female and three male advanced learners who are all
undergraduate students from China.

The results showed that in the novice class 60% of the total units were initiated by the teacher
and 33% were initiated by the learners. Correspondingly, in the advanced class, 58% of the total
units were initiated by the teacher and 32% were initiated by the learners. The typical pattern,
consisting of the teacher s question followed by the learners response and the teachers feedback,
emerged 29% in the novice class and 31% in the advanced class. The percentages of the framing moves
emerged at the beginning of the units were similar, 28% in the novice class and 20% in the advanced
class. On the contrary, the percentages of the framing moves emerged at the end unit were different,

40% in the novice class and 7% in the advanced class.

In conclusion, the existence of typical discourse patterns was supported both in the novice class

and the advanced class. Those patterns were sometimes divided up by the teacher s framing moves,

especially in the novice class where the teacher frequently used framing moves at the end of one




discourse unit. According to the teacher who is in charge of the class, he intended to encourage
learners and give feedback in order to help the class proceed as smoothly as possible. Conversely
the teacher who is in charge of the advanced class used a framing move at the end of the units only
once. This may be because in the advanced class used a framing moves becomes different from those
used in the novice class but similar to those used outside the classroom. As for minimum units, even
though the level and the content of the two classes were different, the units initiated by the

teachers were more than 50% in both of the classes. This might be because in the introductory part
both of the teachers tended to teach using traditional style. In order to implement the results, the
writers think that the teachers should be aware of the existence of discourse units in their

classroom. The teachers also should be able to combine a variety of units which is suitable for the

classroom activities they planned.





