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Student Evaluation: A New Challenge for the Department of Health Sciences (Part I)

HISAMA, XK. Keiko (Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Kobe University)

I was asked to coordinate 10 faculty members who teach Gensho Kodoku (Reading articles written in
foreign languagé) at the Department of Health Sciences within the School of Medicine, Kobe

”

University. As a part of innovations to improve this course, I proposed “student evaluation. As
of 1996-1997vacademic year, Kobe university, a national university, has not started campus—wide
student evaluation. Student evaluation is one of the important but controversial issues as a new
wave of reforming Japanese educational system, focusing on colleges and universities, is underway.
This paper explored a number of issues that our department faces at the time of “the new world
order” in health care. I believe student evaluation will be effective for educational reform only
if the faculty members understand its significance in the context of larger issues discussed in this

paper.

Note: The methods and the results of student evaluation will be discussed in the paper sequel to

this one.





