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The Comparative study of College Student
Culture in Japan

Kozo Iwata (Musashino Women's University)

We can observe different college student culture being formed by each college and university. Are there any
relationships between some characters of colleges and student culture formed there? Here, tow important points
emerge especially in Japanese situation. First is college ranking, because many studied about high school student
culture showed high school ranking affected the mode of it in each school. Second is college impact. Then the
primary aim of this paper is to clarify what factors affect difference of college student culture formed among each
college and university. For this purpose we gathered data by questionaires to students at fifteen universities and
four junior colleges in Japan.

Main findings of this study are as follows:

1) Junior college students formed different student culture from university students: the former had strong
orientation to friendship, date with other sex, and part-time job; the later had strong orientation to studying.

(2) College ranking scarcely affected the mode of college student culture in each college and university. This
suggests its formation process is different from high school student culture.

3) Each student’s lifestyle at high school age was apt to continue in college life.

(4) Moving up from junior class to senior class, students changed their lifestyle. However, this direction
varied among each university. For example, while some university enhanced academic student culture, others

decreased it. This suggests each college and university has their own unique college impact.
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