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Undergraduate Programs at the US Best Colleges:
Their Implication for Japanese University Education

KAWASHIMA, Tatsuo (Associate Professor, R. I. H. E., Kobe University)

In 1998 the University Council published its proposal for the Vision and Reform Agenda of the Japanese
Higher Education in the 21st Century. One of the focal point of its proposal is the specification of the function of
the undergraduate schools ("Gakubu") as education of "educated men and women" or "liberal education”, and the
recommendation of many measures to improve the quality of undergraduate education. In addition, its urged
each university and college should be distinctive in terms of its mission and educational program.

American universities and colleges are known as the best places for learning at the undergraduate level
as well as the graduate level in the world. In order to get some implication for the improvement of the
undergraduate education at the Japanese universities and colleges, top ten universities in the 1999 ranking of U.
S. News & World Report' s "Best Colleges" were chosen. And using internet, academic materials like college
bulletins and catalogs were collected and their content were scrutinized.

All of 13 universities and colleges ranked in the top ten are private ones and rather medium in size.
They all agree on the purpose of their undergraduate programs as "Liberal Education”, but disagree on the
content and the organization of curriculum based on their institutions' mission. And this disagreement makes
each institution very distinctive.

Therefore the urgent task for Japanese universities is to make their institutional mission clear and

distinctive and reflect it to undergraduate curriculum.
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