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The Present Situation and Future Prospects of Reformation
on Higher Education in Lao PDR
--With a Focus on Expansion of Educational Opportunity--

Shuichi Takita (Ochanomizu Women ”s Collage)

Miki Inui (Osaka University)

Higher education in Lao PDR has just begun improving. According to UNESCO, the
gross enrollment ratio for higher education was 9% in 2006, and this shows that
enrolIment opportunities are extremely limited.

In the past, higher educational institutes were decentralized in and universities
were not consolidated. Thus, there was a shortage of the necessary human resource
towards a market economy. Under this circumstance, the Asian Development Bank
formulated a Post-Secondary Education Rationalization Project based on the request
by Lao government and established the National University of Laos by issuing a Prime
Minister s Decree in June, 1995.

Reflecting such a situation, how the higher education in Lao PDR is currently
changing and expanding the educational opportunities? The purpose of this research
IS to investigate what is occurring to current higher education system in Lao PDR
and how the National University and private collages are complementing their
characteristics and functions.

As to National University, there is still one National University with two branch
universities; therefore entering the University is still limited. As to private
colleges, the government recommended expansion of private colleges through a Prime
Minister s Decree in 1995, and since then the number of colleges has been
dramatically increasing; 12 collages in 2003, but it increased to 72 by 2008. This
is because the number of people who are in the age group eligible for higher education
has surged and the National University of Laos alone cannot supply the demand for
higher education. One of the characteristics of private collages is offering
educational courses--such as business, English, finance, accountancy needed for
market economy--which are not fully provide by the National University.

Over viewing these situations, Lao PDR will challenge to formulate higher



education based on the nations * needs, such as providing higher education not only
to wealthy class but to poverty group, aiming at quality effective utilization of
both National University and private collages, promoting human resource development
in accord with domestic labor market, and working on reformation of higher education

despite limited budget allocation.





