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An action study on the improvement of teaching and learning in general education:

11. An essay on ““peer review’”

Kiyoshi Maiya (Professor, R.1.H.E., Kobe University)

In December, 2008, the college of general education conducted peer inspections
of 1ts ten course works, which is called ““peer review week””. Every two inspectors
(teachers) of our faculty visited to observe each class, evaluating it by using
the check & comment sheet. After the ten course works were inspected, a meeting
was held where inspectors and teachers who were inspected gathered and talked
together about meanings and problems of the peer review week. In this essay, the
meanings and the problems to be solved or improved are discussed, after explaining
its prehistory and its schedule conducted, describing four of the ten classes which
the author observed, and summarizing the results of the check & comment sheets and
talks in the meeting. The results of the check & comment sheets indicates that not
only inspectors, but also teachers inspected were satisfied with the talk in the
meeting, although they found some difficult problems in the general education, e.g.,
polarization in the class and difficulty of teaching different students. It is
concluded that the peer review week may be meaningful in Faculty Development,
because it can grow good climate in the college of general education for

organizational enhancement and improvement of students ™ teaching and learning.





